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THREE LET TE RS 
0 To u Gentleman Diſſenting from the by 


CHURCH of ENGLAND, e. 


— 


an Anſwer to my Three Letters to a'Gentle- 
man Diſſenting from the Church of England, 
in the Perſon and Character of that Gentleman, 
But J obſerve in it certain Marks, and thoſe not a 
few, plainly diſcovering another kind of Perſon, than 
I know him to be. So, I ſhall conſider it as the Pro- 
duction of ſome body elſe, who has taken upon him, 
in this way, to inftru& the Gentleman how to reply 
to me, and fo, prevent the Effect which it was ap- 
prehended my Letters might have upon him. 

It was ſome Time before J had determined in 
myſelf to take any Notice of this Performance; 
and I don't do it 7vw, becauſe F apprehend there is 
much need, or hold myſelf obliged, to reply to it. 
For, indeed, my Concern in it ſeems to be very lit- 


tle, chere being hardly ſo mich as a thind Part of 
1100. A 2 


it, 


T laſt, we ſee a Pamphlet pretending to be 


— Sos 


> A DEFENCE of the 


it, which my Letters could give any reaſonable Oc- 
caſion for. The Gentleman's Aim ſeems to be, to 
empty that Part of his Common-place-book, which 
has any Affinity with our Controverſy, or can be, 
by any manner of Means, connected with it, and 
to diſcharge it all upon my Head. All along, he 
directs his Speech to me; and, onee in a while, 
quotes ſome Paſſage or Expreſſion in one or othet 
of my Letters, or the Appendix to them, adding 
ſome Deſcant or Remark upon it; and of this he 
makes a Handle for calling his Book, in the Title- 
page, an Anſwer tothem. But would you call that 
an Anſwer to my Three Letters, which profeſſes, in 
a Manner, not to anſwer the Firſt of them, the 
longeſt of the Three? For (p. 2.) he gives Notice, 
He fhall not enter into the Enquiry, who are the beſt 
Livers, Churchmen or Diſſenters, and among wabich 
the beſt Means for holy Living are found, "which yet 
(he obſerves) I do largely, therein, expatriate upon; 
and they are, indeed, as the moſt material and con- 
cerning, ſo the main Subjects of that Letter, taking 
up above ſeventy, out of few more than a hundred 
Pages which it contains. What the next Part will 
be, we ſhall know, when we come to ſee it; but if 
it be like this, touching upon fo few of the many 
Points I have handled, and, where there are any touch'd 
upon, almoſt wholly neglecting my Arguments and 
Reaſonings, and only preſenting me with his own, 
I ſhould wonder 7d any learned, or even ſenſible 
Diſſenter, learned or not, ſhould be of Opinion, that 
it might be eſteemed an Anſwer, Had he paſſed 
by nothing (which, I take it, is the Part of an An- 
ſwerer) that was material, or which I ſcemed to lay 
any Streſs upon; had he gone through (in Order, if, 
haply, he could have reconciled himſelf to Order 


and Method) the ſeveral Points inſiſted upon in the 
| "+ anne 


9 
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Courſe of my Letters, and examined all my;Rea-; 
ſonings upon each, and, in Caſe there was any Point 
which he thought I had reaſoned 17 not ill, had 


he readily ov ned its had he taken 
it would have Tome e 5 15 
verſary, and @ Preſumption. t e ref 
thought he * in Pokelton of | he Touch, and it 
ould have entitled him to a Reply of the ſame. 
Kind. So far as he has attempred. co do this or any 
ching like it, I ſhall attend him. But, as Lam nat 
bound by any Law of Diſputatian, ſo [ have 11 
Leiſure nor Inclination, to follow him in all hi 
Ramblings, which ſeem purpoſely contrived ta 
raiſe. a Duſt, and to keep the true Points in contro- 
verfy out of Sight. And if I do follow bim in %, 
and return him an Anſwer to. /ame of thoſe They 


ipgenugus Ag, 


44+ 
- 


He begins with an Inſinuation, . which I; ought 
nat, I think, to overlook, concerning; the Unſeaſon- 
ableneſs of any Debate ['f this Mud, in the preſent 
Situation, of pur public Aﬀairs. It, be ſpeaks in de. 


before they * vwn to any Height, or at all At. 
4 0 „. dt, or at 


unſeaſonable, when *cis, only between him and me, 
who are, both of us, too inconſiderable (7 may 
VN en 936 1863 ebagd ton is Ai 03 2218; 07 yity have 
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have leave to ſup fuppoſe, at leaſt, till 1 know who he 
no 170 have any Number of Partizans in it, and to 
ople to er by the Ears. or Db he does 
R St think 125 all 578 of Enquiry or Debate, ex- 
thoſe about News and Politics,” during the 
Corte of chis teckous War, mould have ceaſed, 
and ought now to ceaſe. However, ſince he is fo 
tender of ſtirring pla Debate between Churchnict( 
ard Diffenters, ne our public Affafts are in te 
pr unſeried State, T ho pe he and his Friend 
Ill hot M one of a Ie Bic and G 
Nature, 1 Debate about thoſe Dightties, 
* ments Intrative Poſts, and walt Mons 
Fear uh lie ptefently "mentions, looks after fo 
withfully, and N with ſo much Regret for the 
of. Lam ſorry to ſee; that theſe ſame” lucra- 
de Exhployments are fo Janguiſhed after, and lie 
5" permo! in the Thoughts of almoſt all their 
Writ ſters, thar they hardly know how to draw their 
Pens, be the Subject they write upon almoſt” What 
it will, Without hat ping upon them. They are per- 
petually complaining, as this Author does Here, of 
being der A of all lucrative or honourable Poſts, 
which they cally but very im $2 their natural 
Rights, when, if they would "* into the Book of 
Statutes, they 172870 e ether Subjects deprived of 
27 of the 12 73 and ſome pr chem n of 
25 ar n 
ric © or to 2 % vile boa nam * 


I The 8 of Statt the G may, Ga Wente 
i rotural Rigbi. Vet, by 21 Hen. VIII. Clergymen are po 
ted, not only to take to farm any more Lands than are _ 5 


TA REF LITT IIS, Of. 7 
ſuch Rights as may be truly and properly called Na- 
tural. And yet all thefe quietly ſubmit to ſuch dif 
* Laws, and dot't go about to turn the 
World *upfide doton fot" a Repeal of them. How- 
ever, 1 hope, (as I ſaid before) this Gentleman, con- 
fidering how loth he was to enter into the preſent 
Debate ar ſth 4 Fin as this, will not fail to diſ- 
courage all other Debates” betwixr us, and uſe his 
Intereſt with his Friends, that the Debate, which I 
juſt now mentioned, may entirely ceaſe, or, if he can- 
not prevail ſo far,” he will, at leaft, prevail with their 
leading and managing Men, to let it be "confined to 
Paper, and the Bookſeller's Shops, and not be 

ht into a more public Plate, till ſuch Tigie as 
our national Affairs ſhall be quite ſettled; and we 
have nothing to fear off ſicle: Eſpecially, con- 
ſidering how many of | his Friends have, already. 
and long ago, diſcovered a Way to come in for a 
pretty good Share of thoſe Millions, Which their 
Fellow. fubjects partake of; but with how good a 
Conſeience, IAV to God and themſelves. —— As 
ta their Complaints of Suffering and Reproach, I was 
really in hope; that hat I had ſaid in the 7th and two. 
following Pages of my firſt Letter would have kept, 
at leaſt, any Anſwerer vf mine from ſpeaking again 
of them, and that I ſhould have had no Occaſion to 
reptar; for his Reproof, what he finds there, ot to 


e ee woven 
And now we eme to the Controverſy itſelf: 

Thus it opens. Te Controverſy, {ls $ hep. 2.) 

beltvirt us, I apprebend, may eq be Neg. 40 4 


1 = 


for the Maintenance of their own Houtholg, but to take any an- 
nyal Rents, or Advantage, or Profit, by Occafion of any "Leaſe, 
or Farm, by any manner of Means, ulider ſevere Penaltes; hot 
is the Vicar permitted to occupy by himſelf, or any other hy 
Parſonage, not the impropriated Tythes of his own Church. 

* + BY A 4 plain 


It turns upon be ſingle Poi of. the XX Article of 


bas really this Power, tben all, Objeftions of Diſſen- 
Baptilin kneeling. 


at the Lord's Supper, =g eve 
vain. e Church, hav 


” x <3. 


«* caſion to trouble ourſelves about the particular 
Doctrines and Practices of the Church. For if 
the Church is infallible, they muſt be, all, right. 
Hut if the Church is fallible, then, indeed, 9 | 
IG ANG + IP « - 
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<< all of them, may be wrong, and when you have 
„ ſheun it to be fallible, it will be time enough to 


© take lar Points into Conſideration;  Eer 
« us then Rep, if you pleaſe! to the ſingle Point 
* of Infallibitity, and put all upori that Iſſue. Juſt 
« in this Manburvihs Gentleman addreſſes me. 
<<: Let:.us; join heurtily (Hays he) in bringing the 
Matter to ene ſbort Iſſue, and reſt the whole Con- 
<= trovetfy upon thus ane Point, whether the Church 
< has a Power ta decree Rites and Ceremonies, or not.“ 
We never decline debating with: our Nomiſb Adver- 
ſaries the Infallibility of their Church; at the ſame 
Time, however, reſerving to ourſelves the Right 
to examine any particular Doctrine or Practiſe of 
it; atid this the rather, becauſe a Diſproof of any 
ant of the Doctrines of that Church is, at leaſt, as 
fair a Dif of the Infallability, as a Proof of 
the Infallidiliry would be a Proof of that Doctrine. 
In like Manner, we are always ready to give our diſ- 
ſeating} Brethren a Reaſon why we believe the 
Church has; a Power to decree Rites and Ceremo- 
nies, and make other Appointments of the like Na- 
ture, not precluding durſelves : however, from the 
Right of iſſerting and defending the Lawfulneſs 
of any ongq of its Ceremonies in particular. And 
if we Sy Lat there were in che Church, in the 
Apoſtles Days, ſuch Ceremonies and Appointments, 
or but one or two ſuch, either ordained or approved. 
by them, without any Precept from the Lord, or 
any particular and extraordinary Direction from ther 
Holy Spirit, merely eccleſiaſtical and prudential” 
Inſtitutions, we think, and furelyiwith good Reaſon, : 
that the Power of the Church to decree ſuch is 
thereby. firmly and ſolidly eſtabliſned. This Ar- 
gument I urged: in w Third Letter, p. 2. as others 
have done before me. And I inſtanced in the Ai. 


M W in uſc in the Apoſtles 
Days, 
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Days, but being only of ecclefiaftical Appoi t, 
now laid aſide, both by them and us. And: why did 
my Anfwerer decline to anſwer iti but that it ap- 
peared (I gueſs) a Difficulty ſo ugly that he could 
not endure to look upon it; or ſo n 82 
he thought it his beſt Way to avdid it? - 

What Right now (I aſk) has — 
tho” a profeſſed Anſwerer, did not think iſit tu give 
any Aufwer to, or take the leaſt Notice df what 1 

had ſaid or the Power of the Church to decree 
Rites and Ceremonies, what Rigtt (I ſay) has he to 
expect I ſhould take any of what he has been pleaſed 
to ſay againſt it? Surely, none at all. Till my Ar- 
guments for it ſhall be: anſwered; or at death at- 
— to be anſwered, bis again it can't challenge 
any, even tho they did deſerve, ſome Attention. 
Vet I will gratify him ſo far, as to give him ſome 
Reply to what he has offered u —— — and, 
for this once, a more full and ly than. he 
ought to look for, or than, tis 1 L Tal give 
him, hereafter, to any Point winch he thus 1 1 
chuſes to deviate into. 

By the Power of the Church dementen and: 
Ceremonies, is meant, a Right in the Faſton and 
Governors thereof to ordain and appoint ſuch 
Things, ſo as to make it, — x e Duty of 
the People to conform themſelves to them. The 
Article does not ſay, or mean, that the Church has 
Power to decree any Number, or any Sort of Rites 
and Ceremonies; nor that the Members of the 
Church are in Conſcience obliged to obſerve, per- 
Petually, indiſpenſably, in all Caſes, and under all 
Inconveniencies, ducky as it may lawfully ordain. It 
only aſſerts a Power to appoint Rites and Ceremo- 
nies, that is, ſome Rites and Ceremonies; and ho- 
ever fer: it has a Power to appoint any Number 
or an Sort at all, may honeſtly ſubſcribe it; nor 

need 


Tixtz EFT TER GS. if 
nech an y greater Power than this be, Afferted- for the 
po ent h of the Order and Conſtitution EY the 
Church ＋ Englag, ix having ordaineg ſo very 
and tho decent and becoming, f clear 2 1 5 
cation, and” Ghai hrable Uſe.” The *Queſtto 
289 Which t E Gentleman aſks, and Pets to 

will be #6 * 'enibarraffing t to me, ate. caffly? an 
a0. neu, Tays he, is it, te ham this 
Autborii au Pother is FTE You will, e, 
fay, To the Church of England. To the Catholic: 
Church,, T rather ay, Int to all the Parts and 
Member of it, and, I rongtt thefe, to the Church 
of En > Bur 5 mind, then, the Conſequences 'o 
this. | Naim. "If the E Burch. of England has rea 
this Authority and Power, bas not the Church of 
France, the Church of Spain, the Charch of Rome' 
the very ſame ? I am not ſcared at the Conſequence, 
and, therofoke: readily admit it. But there follows 
another which I can't admit, that, therefore; al? the 
Fopperies and Superſtitions of the Rontiſh Cburch, 
at leaſt, which cannot be proved to be contrary to the 

Wk bf God (meaning all, I ſuppoſe, which are not 

Sly named in the W Word of God, and prohi- 
15 there, à molt unreaſonable Meaning!) are. To 
be reverently ſubmitted to, and tordially received. 
by : Dajan (I fay)-I abſolutely deny for 
follow, becauſe the Church e Five 
eee that it may, thetefore, 4 uſe ON 
OY ; Decade it has Power. to decree Rite? 25 
it. way therefore dec ce Fopperies and Sd peftitibns; 
and becauſe it has a a! ower to decree ſome Rites, that 
it may therefore decree all the 77 755 5 and. So- 
perſtitions, Keg in "it, and as note 8 it 


thinks fit. Ives it follow, t Gat ? People are 
obliged 1 to f Fro 0 them, W When decreed and ap- 
pointed, ſo arent, and S cordially receive n 
as he imagines; There are ſeveral Pegyees of Sub- 
| 2 miſſion 


God (who wil not have his Worſhip diſhonoured and 
defiled, and has commanded that allT hings in it ſpould 


And hence alſo, may plainly be ſeen The Vanity of 
that Pretence, that our claiming "for the Chur 4 
Power to decree Rites and Ceremonies, [and Author ie 


Buſineſs being only to ſhew, that, the 71 has 
no Power to ordain kneeling at the Sacrament, and 

ſome other Rites it enjoins] hence (I ay) we way 
of ſuch a Power abſolutely overthrows "the Refor- 


mation, The aſſerting a Power in Church Gove - 
| £5 . nors, 
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nors, ſueh as we have always aſſerted, and is not con- 
tradicted, but plainly deſcribed in the Article, a 
Power, but not to ordain any thing that is contrary to 
God's Word, can never, ſurely, overthrow any Re- 
formation that is according to God's Word. If 
Church Governors will not come in to ſuch Refor- 
mation, but obſtinately perſevere in maintaining 
their Gnful Errors and Corruptions, the People may 
reform themſelves, and throw off the Corruptions 
which they cannot ſubmit to without Sin. The 
Gentleman thinks he has cut me off from this An- 
ſwer, by bidding me obſerve, that the Church alone, 
and not every private Perſon, is allowed to be the pro- 
per Judge when any Decree of theirs is contrary to 
God's Word. But where does the Church pretend 
to be alone the proper Fudge, or where, diſallow pri- 
vate Chriſtians to judge for themſelves in theſe Mat- 
ters? He only ſuppoſes it muſt do fo, becauſe elſe, 
he thinks, The. Article would be abſurd, it would actu- 
ally averthrow itſelf, and take away with one Hand 
what it gives with the other. That is, the two 
Clauſes of the Article would croſs upon each other, 
and be inconſiſtent, . If indeed the Article had ſaid, 
the. Church has an ab/o/ate and unlimited Power to 
decree Rites and Ceremonies, and yet, that it is not 
lawful to ordain any contrary. to God's Word, I 
ſhould have been, wiſer, I hope, than to have contra- 
dicted him, but have readily owned, that it does take 
away with one Hand what it gives with the other. 
But when it only ſpeaks of Power and Authority in 
the General, without the leaſt Intimation of what 
kind it is, how can this Gentleman pretend it leaves 
any room for his vain Cenſure, unleſs he thinks, as, 
in good Truth, he ſeems to do, that all rea! Power 
is abſolute, incapable, in its Nature, of any Limita- 
tion or Reſtriction, and that, if the Rulers of the 
Church are poſſeſſed of any, private Chriftians may 


por 
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not demur to it in any Caſe; have no right to judge 
of their Deciſions, but muſt ſubmit to them with- 
out more ado, without Examination, or Reſerve: A 
Poſition which does not come well from the Pen of 
(one of the Friends of Liberty!) a Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenter; and if it were — from the Eccleſſaſti- 
cal to the Civil Eſtate of the Kingdom, would make 
ſtrange Work in it. Let us put it ſo, and ſee how it 
will come out. The King of Bugland is on all 
„Hands agreed to have a Power and Authority to 
ſet forth Injunctions concerning divers Matters of 
a Civil Nature: But mind the Conſequences' 

«this. If he has ſuch a Power, the 8 
bound reverently to ſubmit to all his Ijundtioins, 
* whatever they may be; and tho* the Laws have put 
upon this Power ſome Limitations and Reftric- 
tions, they are really of no Force, and amount to juſt 
* nothing at all. For tho', you fay, he may not 
e jnjoin any thing contrary to the Laws, and to the 
« Rights and Liberties of the Subject, yet of this 
« Contrariety the King alone, you will obſerve, and 
« not every private Sy ubject, is allowed to be the pro- 
* per Fudge. For elſe the Laws, which veſt in him 
* this Power and Authority, are abſurd; they actu- 
&« ally cverthrow themſelves, and take away with one 
Hand what they give with the other. For if every 
private Subject has a right to judge of the Injunc- 
tions and Ordinances of the King, and to refuſe 
ce to obey them, if they appear to him repugnant to 
e the Laws, and to the known Liberties of the Sub- 
« ject, then his Authority comes to juſt not hing at all. 
It is an Authority to injoin, where none are bound 
« to obey, that is, an Authority over no body, an Au- 
* thority to do nothing. It muſt be therefore a rea. 
« Authority which the Conſtitvtion has veſted in 
„ him, and, conſequently, his Subjects are bound 
&« reverently to ſubmit to, and humbly: obey him; in 
« what- 
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« whatſoever. Things he ſhall authoritatively injoin, 
« tho? they appear to them ever ſo repugnant to the 
Laws of the Realm, or deſtructive to their own” 
« Libertics.” What think we now of this Doc- 
trine ? A very uſeful one it is to ſuch Princes as are 
meditating a Change of a limited Sovereignty into 
an abſolute one. They may reliſh it very well; but I 
am ſure the Subject will not thank him for it. 

But, for Argument's Sake, let us ſuppoſe the Au- 
thority claimed for the Church to be as abſolute as 
he pleaſes. How; would, I pray, aur Reformation 
be overthrown by it? Which was not carried on and 
perfected by popular Noiſe and Tumult, in Oppo- 
ſition to Authority, but with the Concurrence of all 
the Authority in the Nation. Tis like, he will ſay, 
the Sovereign Pontiff did not concur in it. No mats 
ter whether he did, or not, The Church of England, 
by the Law of God, owed him no Subjection, and 
had, in itſelf, as all national Churches have, a Right 
do reform itſelf, and did always do ſo, with the Con- 
ſent and Authority of the Kings of Angland, even in 
thoſe Times when the papal Authority was at its 
greateſt Height, When any thing was appr ed 
to be amiſs, and to ſtand in need of a Reform, they 
did not always wait for, or ſo much as aſk his Holi- 
neſs 's leave to ſet about it; but did it, inconſulto Ro- 
mano Ponifice,, and ſometimes in Oppoſition to his 
Authority and Command, as in our old Hiſtorians 

is plainly to be ſeen. 

I hope, by this Time, the Bender is come to 0 
how little, Reaſon the Gentleman has for appreherid- 
ing, that a Romiſh Prieſt will turn its won Artillery - 
upon the-Church of: England, and for ſuggeſting, 
that % the. meer Conceſſion of this XX Article, 
thouſands. of Praſehtes have heen, u0 doubt, gained 
from- us. Fhe Suggeſtion is raſh and groundleſaz 
for don't believe he can name ane, who was Ne 

gainc 
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gained by the mere Conceſſion of this Article, without 
other prevailing Motives. Nay, I much queſtion, * 
| whether he can name any one, among his thouſands, * 
who have ever alledged ibis; among their other Rea- 
ſons, for going over to that Church. Nor is his 
next Suggeſtion better grounded, that this, perhaps," 
is the Reaſon why the numerous Converts theſe Prieſts 
are ſaid to make, are 'gathered all from our Church, 
whereas from among the Diſſenters you hardly ever 
hear of one gained. That Numbers have been gain- 
ed within theſe few Years, is commonly ſaid. But 
of theſe, doubtleſs, a conſiderable Part have been 
gained, not from the Church of England, but from 
#o Church (the Tranſition from which to ſo bad an 
one is mighty eaſy) and, before their Converſion, 
were juſt as much Churchmen, as they were Diſſent- 
ers. And if it were certain, that more Churehmen 
than Diſſenters have been gained, even twenty of the 
former to one of the latter, it is no mighty wonder, 
there being almoſt, if not altogether, the like Diſ- 
proportion between the Numbers of each Party, 
taking the Nation all together. And if more, in 
Proportion to the Number of each, have been gain- 
ed from amongſt ug, the Reaſon why is not that 
which he has ſuggeſted, but another, even the Mul- 
titude of Sects that are among us. We, for the 
moſt Part, are educated and inſtructed in juſt Noti- 
ons of the Nature, Unity, and Communion of the Ca- 
tholic Church, maintained in the Church of England, * 
and of the great Importance and Neceſſity thereof; 
while their People are, generally, ſo inſtructed, as 
to have no kind of Notion of theſe Matters, or if 
any, tis only of the No- neceſſity, or rather, the In- 
ſignificancy thereof. And hence it is natural for 
our People to be more eaſily ſcandalized at thoſe 
Schiſms and Diviſions which they ſee among us, 
and more ſuſceptible of Impreſſions from the ** 
Fo 1 
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Inſinuations of Romi/b Emiſſaries concerning them. 
This is far more like than that he aſſigns, to be the 
true Reaſon that more Converts to Popery have 
been gained from ws. And I wiſh this Gentleman 
and his Friends would ſeriouſly conſider, and lay this 
to Heart, that, if our People are the Perſons offended, 
which, no doubt, they mult anſwer for, hey, and every 
one of them, are the Perſons by whom the Offence 
cometh, which they alſo muſt anſwer for, no leſs than 
the other, But to return to the Buſineſs we are upon. 

He aſks, who are the Perſons inveſted with this 
Authority and Power ? And fince he ſo much de- 
fires it, I will try to enlighten him in that Point. 
Not the King and Parliament, and no Other than 
They, as he vainly pretends. For the King and Par- 
liament in this very Article, which, together with 
the reſt, is confirmed by Act of Parliament (13 Elia. 

c. 12.) and thereby made a part of our Eccleſiaſtical, ' 
Conſtitution, have plainly own*ditto be in the Church: 
And no body imagines, I ſuppoſe, that, by the 
Church, they really meant Themſelves. For that 
would be Language new and unknown, not. only to 
our Laws, but to all our Writings and Converſations. 
The King and Parliament then have plainly diſown- 
ed any ſuch Power, as we are ſpeaking of, in them- 
ſelves, and recognized it to be in the Church. And 
in the Church it is, always was, and will be, not- 
withſtanding the Exerciſe of it may be directed and 
regulated, and ſometimes, perhaps, o>/rutFed, by the 
Laws and Conſtitutions of the State. It is no more 
than reaſonable, that the State ſhould have the Di- 
rection of the actual Exerciſe of this Authority, as to 
the Time, Manner, and ſome other outward Circum« 
ſtances of it, that itſelf may not receive Hurt, and 
Damage, or be undermined and ſubverted by the 
undue Uſe and Application of it, a Caſe which other- 
wiſe might be expected ſometimes, and has been 
B known, 


1 
$ 
4 
. 
" 
4 
5 
5 
s, 
1 c 
5 
„ 
w 


_ #5 = 
. — . + — - 2 — — — 
— — — — 
— — — — 


13 ADEFENCE of the 


known, to happen. And ſo long as the Exerciſe of 
the Church's Power is thus limited, apparently with 
no other View than to make it comport with the 
Convenience and Welfare of the State, the Church, 

as it may /awfully, fo it will prudently acquieſce in 
ſuch Limitations. But, in caſe the State were to go 
about to forbid the Church all Exerciſe of its Power, 
to reſtrain all aſſemblings of its Clergy, and not let 
them attempt any Conſtitutions, how neceſſary ſo- 
ever, with an avowed or an apparent and unquęſtiona- 
ble Deſign to ſubvert Religion and the Church, and 
there is manifeſt Danger of their being, by theſe 
means, ſubverted, let this Gentleman be aſſured, 

that, in ſuch a Caſe, the Church will conſider Itſelf 


as in a ſtate of Perſecution, and not be frighted, I 


hope, at the Thunder of a Premunire, but behave as 
the Primitive Church did under its Heathen Perſe- 
cutors, that is, exert all the Power committed to it 
by Zefus Chriſt, in making ſuch Proviſions as ſhalt 
be found neceſſary for their Support and Preſerva- 
tion, without Leave from, and even in Oppoſition, if 
that be needful, to the Civil Powers, and to all the 
Powers of this preſent World. And tho* fuch De- 
ciſions would not have the force of Law, they would 
be Rules for the Conſciences of the Faithful, who 
would be bound to ſhew them a proper Obedience 
and Regard. 

But the grand Point (fays he) which yet ſticks, and 
which, without your Aſſiſtance, 1 ſhall never get over, 
is, How came the Civil Magiſtrate by this Authority in 
the Church of Chriſt ? Who gave him this Power to 
decree Rites in Chriſtian Worſhip, [and to make Ar- 
ticles f Faith which Chriſt never made?) I hope Þ 
have given him ſome Aſſiſtance towards getting over 
this Difficulty, as to Rites and Ceremonies in divine 
Worſhip, [but Articles of Faith I have nothing to 
do with.] * having ſhewed that the Civil Magiſ- 

trate 
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trate has no ſuch Power at all, I humbly apprehend, 
the Gentleman need not give himſelf any Trouble 
about the Queſtion, how he came by it. 

Before I diſmiſs the Argument, I can't help aſk- 
ing, what occaſion had he to bring the Lawfulneſs 
of the Reformation into this Debate, and to put hat, 
as he has done, wholly and entirely upon the iſſue 
of it, roundly pronouncing, that if the-Church of 
England, and the Church of Rome before ber, had 
really the Power and Authority we contend for, we 
are all wrong, the Reformation was a Rebellion againſt 
Superiors, a Diſobedience to the Authority veſted itt 
the Church, and ought, as ſuch, to be renounced by 
returning to the Church of Rome. It was great Raſh- 
neſs (too great in Conſcience) if indeed it was not 
T reachery and playing Booty, to ſet the Proteſtant 
Cauſe on ſuch a ſandy Foundation, and to repreſent 
it as entirely depending upon the Strength and Suc- 
ceſs of his Argument. I would not ſuggeſt an inju- 
rious Suſpicion againſt, perhaps, an honeſt Gentle- 
-man, and, for what I know, a good Proteſtant : Yet 
I can't help faying this way of arguing has to me a 
very odd Appearance, an ill Aſpect upon the Prote- 
ſtant Religion, and may prove of dangerous Conſe- 

uence. To be plain, I don't like it; and the leſs, 
= ſome ſignificant Hints, Phraſes, and Expreſſions, 
which meet us in the Courſe of it, ſuch as the Refor- 
mation, as we are wont to call it, [as if what we are 
wont to call it, it really was not] and the Parliamen- 
tary Church of England, which is well-known to be 
theſtale Topic of Reproach, with our Romiſb Adver- 
faries, and their Emiſſaries among us, againſt our 
Church, when they . firſt accoſt our People in order 
to ſeduce them from it. That the Proteſtant Rea- 
der may not be prejudiced againſt the Church of 
England, by their and his calling it a Parliamentary 
Church, it may be proper to obſerve, that the Power 
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of Kings and States, in Matters Eccleſiaſtical, has been 
and 1s claimed and' exerciſed over other Churches, 
both Popiſh and Proteſtant, as well as ours. The 
Power of the Kings of France in Eccleſiaſtical Affairs 
every body knows to be very great: That of the 
Kings of Spain (formerly) within the Kingdom of 
Sicily much greater, ſo great, as to be, in reality, a 
ſpiritual Monarchy, well nigh, if not quite, excluſive 
of the Papal. The Yenetian Republic carries its 
Power in Spirituals very high: Our own Saxon and 
Daniſh Kings did the fame, the Eccleſiaſtics, all the 
while, without Heſitation or Diſpute, ſubmitting to 
it: And down from the Norman Revolution to King 
Hen. VIII. the Kings of England did all along exerciſe, 
upon occaſion, much the ſame Power in the external 
Regimen of the Church, as belonging to them of 
common Right, which that Prince afterwards aſſumed 
in a more formal Manner, and if he accepted or ex- 
torted from a Popiſh Clergy the Title of Head of the 
Church, * they were uſed to be called, without ſcruple, 
Patrons, Defenders, Tutors, and Governors thereof. 
This, I hope, may ſuffice to ſtop the Mouths of the 
Papiſts. But Princes and States alſo profeſſing the Pro- 
teſtant Religion have never ſcrupled to lay the Church- 
es in their reſpective Dominions under ſuch Limita- 
tions, as ſeemed to them proper, and have exerciſed a 
real Juriſdiction over them. The Kings of Sweden, 
States of Holland, and the Civil Power at Geneva, all 
do it, which I ſhould marvel, if our Author was 
ignorant of. But, of all things, I marvel, that, while 
he was making this puſh at the Church of England, 
he did not reflect how much he laid himſelf open. 
For if ever there was, upon the Face of the Earth, a 
Church that could be properly called Parliamentary, 
it was the- Preſbyterial, in the time of the Grand 


See Sir Roger Tai/gen's Hiſtor, Vindication of the Church 
of England in the Point of Schiſm. 
Rebellion, 
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| Rebellion. For that was a mere Creature of the Par- 
liament (and a rebellious one too) and entirely depend- 
ed (in his Phraſe) upon the Acts and Authority there- 
of for its very Eſſence and Frame. As to the Inde- 
ndant or Congregational Churches of thoſe Times, 
they, I think, were he Creatures of a thing which 
could not be called a Parliament; and, if one were 
diſpoſed to indulge a petulant Humour, might be 
dignified with a Title which would not tound quite 
ſo well as Parliamentary. And what, I pray, are 
the diſſenting Churches of every Denomination, at 
this Day, (but in his Senſe) Parliamentary? For do 
they not depend entirely upon an Act of Parliament, 
the Act, as we are wont to call it, of Toleration ? 
Are not the Qualifications of their Miniſters (particu- 
larly that they ſhall not deny in their Preaching or 
Writing the Doctrine of the bleſſed Trinity, which 
our Author would do well to remark) and their Porto- 
er to officiate limited and preſcribed by Authority of 
Parliament, and this Authority which jirj made can 
alone alter, and new make them, can aboliſh or add to 
the Articles they ſubſcribe, according to its pleaſure, 
even tho“ the whole body of Diſſentiug Miniſters ever 
ſo much diſlike, and proteſt earneſtly againſt it.— If 
this be a proper Character and Deſcription of a Par- 
liamentary Church, and ſuits the Churches of Diſ- 
ſenters, who can deny but they alſo are Parliamen- 
tary? And as much as this Gentleman affects to de- 
ſpiſe our Parliamentary Church, ior being ſach, I 
dare ſay, no body doubts, but he, and his Friends 
would gladly have a Church juſt as Parliamentary 
as ours, limited by Authority of Aing and Parliament 
in the ſame manner, provided it were Eftabliſhed, 
Supported, and Protetted in the ſame manner too, if 
they knew but how to obtain it. 
At laſt, to ſhew that neither Biſhops and Clergy, 
nor yet King aad Parliament have any right to the 
B 3 Obedience 
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Obedience of Chriſtians in things of a religious Na- 
ture, we are told that Chriſtianity commands us to call 
no Man Father or Maſter upon Earth to acknowledge 
no Authority or Furiſdiction of any, in Matters of Re- 
ligion, but toremember that one, one only is our Maſter 
and Lawgiver, even Chriſt, and all Chriſtians ſtand 
upon an equal Foot, having no Dominion over one an- 
other —that he only has Authority to fix the Terms of 
Communion for his Followers, which no Man upon 
Earth ſhall preſume to alter, or new make, and a great 
deal more to the like purpoſe; and, at laſt, a great 
Prelate, who, at preſent, (he ſays) adorns one of the 
higheſt Stations of our Church, is propeſed to be heard, 
as Judge betwixt us. Heard betwixt whom? be- 
twixt him and me? Why, I never yet intermeddled 
in thoſe Points, nor will I now, but leave him to 
the Gentlemen who debated them with his Lord- 
ſhip, many Years ago. But how comes it about 
that he ſhould propoſe that one, altho? a great, Pre- 
late, or any other, to be Judge betwixt us, when he 
will not allow the Church itſelf to be ſo, and ſays, 
that Chriſt is our ſole Judge, as well as Lawgiver and 
Sovereign in religious Matters? I plainly perceive, 
that, as much as ſome Folks are for ſupporting the 
Rights of private Judgment, in Contempt of all zx/? 
and proper Authority, they are content, and think 
it reaſonable too, that private Judgment ſhould ſub- 
mit to Authority improperiy ſo called, the mere Au- 
thority of ſome great Name, when they are pretty 
ſure it will determine on their Side. If I was diſpoſed 
to acquieſce, with regard to theſe Points, in the Judg- 
ment of any, beſides r my own, I ſhould think, I con- 
feſs, that great Prelate too much a Party in the Cauſe, 
to be Judge, nor will he, I know, blame me, for de- 
clining his Judgment, ſince he not only aſſerts every 
ones Right to make Enquiries into religious Truths, 
and ro judge for himſelf; but alſo is pleaſed ” al- 
ow 
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low Þ that the want of Learning is no Diſqualifica- 
tion, but rather an excellent Qualification for it. 
Upon the Determination of the foregoing Que- 
ſtion, concerningthe Power of the Church to decree 
Rites and Ceremonies, the Letter Writer ſeems to 
think, the Iſſue and Determination of another, con- 
cerning the Schiſm that is betwixt us, whether the 
Guilt of it lie upon hem, or upon us, will depend. If it 
has a Power, to decree Rites and Ceremonies, then, 
indeed, he allows, they ought to practiſe and con- 
form to them, and the Guilt of the Schiſm will lie 
upon them, for refuſing to do it. But if it has no 
ſuch Power, then, he tells us, it will lie upon the 
Church for ordaining them, and the Diſſenters are 
juſtified in not complying, or rather, are bound not 
to comply with them. Well, be it ſo for the pre- 
ſent, and let the Reader judge, even from the Iſſue 
of this Debate, where the Schiſm lies. Not that [I 
yield the Point that, ſuppoſing the Church has not 
a Power to decree Rites, and yet Hall decree ſame, 
that it would therefore be right in the People, one 
and all, for that Reaſon, to deſert it. I have ſaid 
cue and all, becauſe, if it would be right for any one, 
it would be right for a// to do ſo, Suppole ſome 
one of our Difſenting Churches, or, if you pleaſe, all 
of them, or, put the Caſe that the Church of Scotland, 
by an Act of the general Aſſembly, ſhould ordain, 
that a decent Baſon ſhould be provided, with clean 
Water, and placed nigh the Pulpit, that ſo the Mi- 
nifter, taking the Child in his Arms, may conveniently 
pour or ſprinkle Water upon its Face, in the Name of 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. Here is a Kite, or 
(more properly ſpeaking) ſeveral Rites ordained, 
Which Jeſus Chriſt in his Wiſdom did not think pro- 
per, and which the Church (by the Suppoſition) had 
no Authority to ordain, and one of them, at leaſt, as 


> Anſw. to Repreſent. p. 99 
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exceptionable, as any excepted againſt in our Church; 
for, in my Opinion, the ſprinkling i» Baptiſm may 
be as plaufibly oppoſed, as the croſſing after Bap- 
tiſm can be. What this Gentleman will ſay or 
think of ſuch an Appointment, I know not. Tis 
likely he will fay, and fo he muſt, if he would talk 
conſiſtently, this is Lording it ever God's Heritage, 
and uſurping Chriſt's Throne, ſetting tbemſelves up for 
Rulers and Lawmakers in his Kingdom, and claiming 
Homage from his Subjects, unleſs the Kindneſs he has 
for theſe Churches ſhould a little ſoften him. But 
will any ſober and judicious Diſſenter ſay, that, in 
ſuch Caſe, it would become the Duty of all the Diſ- 
ſenters here in England, or of all the Preſbyterians 
in the Church of Scotland, to ſeparate themſelves 
from thoſe, and to form themſelves into other Church- 
es, where no ſuch Rites ſhould be decreed, or ad- 
mitted? If he would not, (and I don't believe he 
would) does not he plainly perceive his Partiality, 
when he holds it right for all the People of this 
Land to forſake the Church of England for two or 
three Rites, tho? it had not (we will ſuppole) ſufficient 
Authority to ordain them? The Church (we will ſay) 
is highly blameable for requiring them; but from 
hence it will not preſently follow, that they may 
not be Jawtully complied with, and ſubmitted to, 
by the People. For ſome ſorts of Things there are, 
which, for very valuable Ends, and weighty Con- 
ſiderations, ſuch as the Peace, Quiet, and Unity of 
the Church confeſſedly are, they innocently may, and 
ſhould ſubmit to, even ſuppoſing their Paſtors and 
Governors were not quite innocent in requiring 
them. 
After all this, the intelligent Reader will, I hope; 
rehend, that the Charge of Schiſm is not quite 
ſo eaſily retorted upon our Church, as he imagined 
it to be, only by ſhewing, that it has not Power to 
decree 
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decree any Rites at all, had he been able to ſnew 
that. — But indeed I wonder he ſhould give him- 
ſelf any Trouble about retorting the Charge of it, 
if it be really ſo harmleſs a thing as he ſcems to 
think it. If he calls it (plainly with a Sneer) he bei- 
nous Sin of Schiſm; what I had ſaid upon it he alſo 
calls (contemptuoufly) Grave Lectures, and profeſſes 
to treat them as Solemn Cant, and E cclefiaſtical Scare- 
crows, If he was fully perſuaded in his Mind, and 
really thought he had proved, that it lay upon us, 
no doubt but he would readily have joined with 
me in exaggerating the Guilt of it, and not have re- 
| ſented, as he does, my, deſcribing it in ſuch terrify- 
ing and black Colours... But in making fo light of it, 
he plainly diſcovers a little Conſciouſneſs, that, with 
all his Pains, he has not been able to remove it from 
his own Door. | 
It ſeems to be now growing mighty modiſh with 
their People to laugh ar all Notions of Church Com- 
munion, and to make nothing of the moſt unneceſ- 
ſary Separations. But from the Beginning it was 
not ſo. St. Paul has ſome grave Leftures upon the 
Subject: Ignatius, Irenæus, Cyprian, and many more 
of the primitive Fathers, and Martyrs of the Church, 
canted alſo: mightily upon it. And, to come m_ 
our own Times, and to thoſe whoſe Authority, t 
like, will have more Weight, ſo did the old Paris, 
the falſely pretended Forefathers of our Diſſenters; 
and, indeed, no body did it more, if ſo much as 
they. And thoſe who, afterwards, were formed 
and regular Diſſenters, if one may call them ſo, were 
much treer of their Cenſures and Condemnations of 
all unneceſſary Separations, than the Modern are 
ſeen to be. "Thoſe Gentlemen ſeem to me to have 
been more thoroughly poſſeſſed with the Notion 
that our Terms of Lay-Communion were- really 
ſinful, and, conſequently, that their Separation was 
| neceſſary 
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neceſſary, and without blame, and ſo were more open 
and ſincere in declaring their Sentiments againſt 
ſuch Separations as were really unneceſſary and cauſe- 
leſs. But now, that the Terms of Lay-Communion 
are better underſtood than formerly, and few or none 
amongſt the learned or intelligent Diſſenters do real- 
ly hold them to be ſinful, they are driven to ſay (for 
what elſe can they ſay?) in excuſe for their Separa- 
tion, that Separation is nothing, a Matter which no 
body need give himſelf any Concern about, that all 
Churches and Communions, where true Doctrine is 
delivered, are indifferent, and that Schiſm is no other 
than a Nick- name which every Party caſts upon all 
that are not of their Society. Theſe Notions, in- 
deed, are for our People; but when they are deal- 
ing with their own, either to prevent or cure any 
Separation of their 0z0x Flocks, they may be obſerv- 
ed to fly as high in their Principles and Notions 
of theſe Matters, and to be as orthodox, as one 
could wiſh. Tis true, indeed, the old Eccleſiaſtical 
Term Schiſm they are commonly found to be ſhy 
of uſing, as becomes thoſe to be who are profeſſed 
Contemners of all Eccleſiaſtical Antiquity, and per- 
haps alſo, as it might bring to Remembrance, and 
too ſtrongly impreſs upon their Minds, the Guilt 
of that Schiſm from the eſtabliſhed Church, which 
they are, one and all, involved in. But, they are 
never ſparing in talking to them of the Heinouſneſs 
of religious Contentions, ſpiritual Jars, Factions and 
Parties, Diviſions, Rents, Ruptures and Breaches, 
which are all one with Schiſm, in Senſe and Mean- 
ing. Now and then it happens, that ſome part of 
a Congregation have, for their greater Conveniency, 
or for better Edification, or ſome other Cauſe, no 
matter what, thought fit to erect a new Meeting- 
houſe, and to make Proviſion for a Miniſter to of- 
- ficiate therein, in the near Neighbourhood of one 
0 


THREEB LETTERS, &c. 27 


to which they before reſorted. When this has been 
doing, what Endeavours have not been uſed to hinder 
it! What Outcries of Faction and Contention have 
been raiſed againſt thaſe who promoted it? The 
Reader, I hope, will pardon me, if I tell him a 
homely Story, but pertinent enough to our preſent 
| Purpoſe. On fuch an Occaſion, a plain Country- 
man, a zealous Adherent to the former Houſe, once 
faid to me bat the ſetting up of this new Houſe, 
to blow up the old, was as wicked a thing as the 
Gunpowder-Treaſon, W hereupon I aſk*d him, Why 
zt ſhould not be thought as wicked a thing to ſet up 
the firſt Houſe to blow up the Pariſh Church there, as 
to ſet up the Second to blow up the Firſt. With this 
Queſtion my honeſt Friend was a little hobbled; 
which I don't wonder at; for I fancy his Betters 
would have been ſo too. They have much the 
fame Sentiments with this plain Ruſtick, tho', *tis 
like, they would expreſs them after a different Man- 
ner. They ſee plainly enough, the evil of ſetting 
up Church againſt Church, and Altar againſt Alcar, 
when the Unity, Peace, and Intereſts of their own 
Churches only are concerned. But ſetting up Churches 
_ againſt the Church of England, why mult that (a 
thing far more unwarrantable) be made nothing of ? 
A Seceſſion from one Church of Diſſenters to an- 
other is no criminal Schiſm, becauſe the Church ſe- 
ceded from is itfelf in a-Schiſm. But being made 
from a ſound Part of the Catholic Church, in Unity 
with the reſt, it is plainly ſuch, and I will venture to 
lay once again, without fear of Drollery upon my 
Grave Lectures, puts a Man into an evil State. 
The Gentleman adds, You ſee likewiſe how ex- 
tremely unapt, and quite wide of the Point, are the 
two Inftances you bring, to illuſtrate our (Caſe, viz. 
of a Wife ſeparating from the Bed and Board of her 
Huſband — or of twa or three Counties diflizing a 
* | Monar- 
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Monarchical Government, and throwing off their Al. 
legiance to the King, But he greatly miſtakes me 
here; for I did not produce thoſe Parallels to illuſ- 
trate their Caſe, meaning by that, to ſhew they were 
really in a Schiſm, by caſting off the Authority which 
the Church of England has over them, but only to 
ſhew, that their Separation from it could not be pro- 
perly called, as they are wont to call it, a peaceable 
one. For as the Wife's Separation from her Huſ- 
band, after the Manner deſcribed, and the withdraw- 
ing of two or three of the Counties from under the 
Government of the King, and caſting off their Al- 
legiance to him, could not be truly called peaceable, 
tho”, in the former Caſe, all proper Decencies were pre- 
ſerved, and, in the latter, it was their Deſire to do all 
without Diſorder and Tumult, and with Profeſſions of 
great Honour for the Perſon of his Majeſty, and of 
mighty good Will to the reſt of their Fellow Sub- 
jects, who continued firm in their Allegiance, ſo 
(ſaid I) their Separation from the Church cannot be 
called peaceable, whatever Profeſſions they make of 
Charity towards Churchmen, and how well ſoever 
they carry it towards them in common Life. This 
is the only Calc I meant to illuſtrate by thoſe parallel 
Inftances ; but if I had really meant by thoſe Inſtan- 
ces, to illuſtrate the Nature and Sinfulneſs of Schiſm, 
I cannot yet perceive the Unaptneſs of them, eſpecially 
of the latter, even for that Purpoſe. To ſhew the 
Unaptneſs of it, he aſks this Queſtion, Have we ever 


ſeoorn Allegiance to it? [to the Church] or do wve owe 
it any Homage, as the Counties have ſworn, and do 


owe to the King? To pals by the Diſcovery, that the 
Oath of Allegiance 1s uſed to be taken by the Coun- 
ties, as if it was taken by all in a body, at the ſame 
time, or, hawever, at one time or other, by eyery 
Inhabitant thereof; Does he imagine that none owe 


Allegiance but thoſe that have ſworn it? Whocver 
| "2 
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is born within the Dominions of the King owes him 
a natural Allegiance; and a Foreigner reſiding here, 

owes him ſome, tho? neither the one nor the other 

ever ſwore to bear him Allegiance, nor engaged him- 
ſelf to do it by any perſonal and voluntary Act. In 
like manner, all Chriſtians living within the Pale of 
the Church of England, which is co- extended with the 

Kingdom, may truly be ſaid to owe it, if not Alle- 

glance (which the Gentleman has artfully thrown 

1n, becauſe he knows that is always reſerved for the 

King) yet due Obedience and Submiſſion, and are, 

de jure, whether they will be, or not, de facto, true 

Members and Subjects of it. The Biſhops and 

Prieſts of this Church are their Shepherds, and Diſ- 

ſenters, even diſſenting Miniſters, as well as others, 
are their Sheep. And tho? they have leaped the 
Fold, and gone aſtray, they are ſtill theirs, and do 

not (I hope) become the Property of every one 
who can pick them up, and lead them away to ſome 

other Fold. The much celebrated Mr. Hales has a 

Definition of Schiſm, which this Gentleman, if he had 

known or thought of it, would, doubtleſs, have tri- 

ed to avail himſelf of, I tell him of it, to let him 
ſee I am not for ſmothering any thing that has the 
leaſt Appearance againſt me. He defines it, an un- 
neceſſary Separation from that Part of the wifible 
Church, of which we once were Members. If by 
being Members of that Part of the Church be meant, 
their living, for any time, in actual Communion 
with it, the Definition is wrong, and the Inſinuation 
it contains abſolutely. falſe. For from thence would 
follow this moſt ridiculous Abſurdity, that tho' the 
firſt Separatiſts were, indeed, Schiſmaticks, all who 
come after them, and tread in the ſame Steps, to 
the End of the World, would be good Catholick 
Chriſtians: And tho* our preſent Methodiſts (for 
Inſtance) who have divided themſelves, as 
LUN 
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from the Church of England, are in a Schiſm, thoſe 
who were born ſince their Separation, and ſhall be 
educated in their way, and never actually communi- 
cate with the Church, will net be in it. But if 
having been Members of that Part of the Church, 
means only, belonging properly to it, and being under 

Obligation to live in Communion with it, it will 
not help him, becauſe, in this Senſe, he, and every 
Diſſenter, is really a Member of the Church of En- 
land, and, therefore, according to that Definition, 
ſchiſmatically divided from it. And this, by the way, 
will ſhew, there is no ſuch Abſurdity as he fancies 
(p. 23.) in the Church of England's excommu- 
nicating, or otherwiſe extending its Authority over 
Diſſenters. The Church of Chriſt (ſays he) never ex- 
communicates nor pretends to exerciſe its Diſcipline 
upon any but its own Members a. For what have Ito 
do (the Apoſtle ſays) to judge them that are without? 
But the Church of England extends its Eccleſiaſtical 
Authority over thoſe who never belonged to it, and by 
a very extraordinary Aff of Power excommunicates 
fuch as never were of its Communion, that is, it caſts 
ſuch from, who never were in, it. In common Life, 
(he proceeds) ſuch a thing would be reckoned marve- 
lous indeed. Should 1 ſolemnly threaten, yea actually 
proceed, to caſt a Perſon out of my Houſe who never 
was in it, 1 ſhould work as great a Miracle as ever 
was wrought in the Church of Rome. Whatever 
may be thought of the Wit and Humour of this Paſ- 
fage, ſure I am, the Divinity of it is not good. The 
Words of St. Paul are no way pertinent to the pre- 
ſent Caſe. For by thoſe who are without, he does 
not mean Chriſtians, ſubject to other Juriſdictions, 
and not to his, (unleſs you can ſuppoie there were 
Chriſtians at Corinth whom an Apoſtle had nothing 


to do with) but thoſe who are without the Church, 


2 1 Cor. v. 12. 
no 
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no Chriſtians at all, but mere Infidels and Uncon- 
verted, as the Oppoſition between them, and him, 
who, in the former Verſe, is faid to be called a Brother, 
manifeſtly ſhews. Nor is he more happy in his 
Reaſoning, than in his Application of holy Scripture. 
For how, I pray, is it more ridiculous, in our Church, 
to excommunicate, and caſt out of it ſuch Perſons 
as do properly belong toit, and are de jure Members 
of it, tho? they will not, for the preſent, come to it, 
than it would be in the Government to paſs a Sen- 
tence of Outlawry againſt any Perſon who has al- 
ready fled out of the Kingdom, and is ſettled elſe- 
where, with no more viſible or probable Intent to 
return to it, than this Gentleman, the Letter-writer, 
ſhews at preſent, to return into the Boſom of the 
Church. | 3 
The next Point that al come before us (for 1 
cannot ſay it comes in order, it being a little too 
much the manner of this Gentleman looſely to ſcat- 
ter, and ſtrew up and down, what he would ſay up- 
on moſt Subjects) is that of fitting or kneeling, at 
the Lord's Supper. And here, to do him right, he 
ſpeaks more like an Anſwerer, and comes nearer 
to the Caſe in hand, than he does any where beſides. 
He tells me, that my Account of them, that they im- 
poſe ſitting, and that this is their regular and uni- 


verſal Practice, is abſolutely without Truth, and quite 


contrary to Fact, and expects that an ingenuaus Bluſh 
ſhould cover my Face for giving fo falſe an Account 
of them. Could he have charged me with any Act of 
notorious Inſincerity, with aſſerting what I new to 
be contrary to Fact; for Example, had J aſſured the 
Reader, that Chriſt and his Apoſtles Þ without all 
peradventure, fat around the Table, when every 
body knows, who knows any thing at all, that 
they uſed the recumbing Poſture, which 1s no 
P. 19, | 
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more Sitting than it is Kneeling, had I been guilty 
(I fay) of any unfair and diſingenuous Dealing of this 
kind, he might juſtly have called for a Bluſh, and 
I ſhould certainly have anſwered to his Call. But, 
he might, and ſhould have remembred, that, in con- 
ſideration of their being ſo various, as well as fo 
ſecret in all their Ways, © I had beſpoke (as I thought 
I had ſome Right to do) their Forgiveneſs, or a more 
gentle Correction, it I ſhould happen to miſtake any 
of them. I don't put him in mind of this, or claim 
the Benefit of it, becauſe I think myſelf here under 
any great difficulty. For I am in ſome Hopes, he 
will be found, in the main, to have miſcorrected me, 
and that he himſelf ſtands in need of a gentle Cor- 
refion, for his own Repreſentation of their Principle 
and Practice, touching this Matter. What he ſays 
upon it, is, partly, what he nuts, partly, what he 
has been, by others, well informed of, and partly, al- 
ſo, what he believes himſelf. What he ſays of his 
own Knowledge is only this, that in the Church to 
which he belongs, there is a Perſon, who for many 
Years has conſtantly received kneeling, without the 
leaſt Offence to the Congregation, or any Expoſtulation 
from the Miniſter on that Account. This he knows 
to be true; ſo I ſhall ſay no more about it. But, 
as to his Information, that in ſome of their Churches, 
there are ſome who receive flanding, ſome kneeling, 1 
may be allowed, I hope, to ſift and examine it a lit- 
tle, — What meaneth, then, I aſk, this Informant 
by /ome of their Churches which have admitted 
kneeling, and what by ſome in thoſe Churches who 
receive kneeling? In artleſs and ſimple Language, by 
ſome of their Churches would be meant, if not quite 
half, yet ſuch a competent Number, as bear ſome 
kind of Proportion with the reſt; and /ome who re- 
cerve kneeling, when put in ae as It 15 here, 


© Letter II. p. 5. 
to 
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to ſome who receive ſitting, would be underſtood in 
the ſame Manner. But it three or four only of their 
Churches, and only three or four Communicants, 
who receive kneeling in thoſe Churches, or any 
ſuch Number, be all that are meant by ſome, tho*, 
perhaps, he might ſpeak, literally, Truth, yet 'tis 
evident, he ſpake as deceitfully, as I ſhould be 
thought to do, if, giving ſome Account of the Diſ- 
ſenting Churches here in England, I ſhould fay, 
Some of them have a Bell to call the People together. 
to divine Worſhip, and ſome have not, becauſe I know 
one which has, and have been informed there is, 
ſomewhere, 'one or two more which have the ſame. 
Which ſoever Senſe was meant, I am ſtill ready to 
believe, that, in this latter Senſe, the Words come 
nearer to the Truth, or rather that they are true, in 
that Senſe only. If there were any conſiderable 
Number who received kneeling, I hardly think it 
could have been altogether a Secret to Conformiſts, 
and not have come out, till this Gentleman had been 
pleaſed to reveal ic, For I don't believe there is 
one of us in a thouſand that knows any more of its 
ever being received ſo, in their Churches, than I my 
ſelf did, when I called fitting their unvaried and uni- 
verſal Practice. Had he been ſpeaking of the Prac- 
tice of our Church, I don't ſuppoſe he would have 
thought he had any Reaſon to make the leaſt Diffi- 
culty of calling kneeling our unvaried and aniver/al 
Practice. Yet, as he tells me, there is, in the Con- 
gregation to which he belongs, one who always re- 
ceives kneeling, ſo I can tell him, there is one, in 
my Church, to whom, by Reaſon of ſome Inability 
ſhe is under of putting herſelf into a kneeling Poſture, 
I give it ſtanding, without the leaſt Fear of being 
cenſured for it, by my Superiors, or others. And, 
without all Queſtion, there are, in other Places, 
thoſe who receive ſtanding, upon the ſame Account, 

However, 
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However, I hope, there is not more Untruth, or 
greater Imipropriety, in my calling fitting their uni- 
verſal Praflice, than there is in his ſaying (where he 
is ſpeaking of the Converts lately gained ro Popery) 
that they are gathered, all, from our Church ; where- 
as, from among the Diſſenters, you hardly ever hear 


F one gained. 


What he believes, is, that there is not among their 
Miniſtry one in Five hundred, who would refuſe to 
give the Sacrament either Randing or kneeling to any 
one who thought either of theſe the fitteſt Poſture of. 
receiving. That is, two or three perhaps, in all 
England. What all the reſt would do, as to giving 
it ſtanding, I will not fay: But, as to thoſe who 
would be free to give it kneeling, I doubt he is miſ- 
taken, and that greatly too, in his Computation. 1 
do not doubt (and did expreſly ſay it, Letter II. p. 65.) 
but there are ſome few in a freer and juſter way 
of thinking concerning this Matter, and who would 
not ſcruple to give the Sacrament kneeling to one-wha 
ſhould earneſtly defire it; but am not yet ſatisfied, 
that the Bulk and Generality of them, and much leſs, 
All in a manner, would do ſo. I have been informed 


of a Gentleman in Communion with their Churches 


once ſaying, that with great Satisfaction he had 
heard his own Miniſter declare, he would not ſcruple 
to give it kneeling to ſuch as ſhould delire to re- 
ceive it ſo. . But this being heard with ſome degree 
of Surprize, as well as Satisfaction, it plainly ſhews, 


not only, that, in the Church he belonged to, none 


had deſired or been uſed to receive it ſo, but alſo, 
that ſuch a way of thinking as he found in that Mi- 
niſter was not every where to be met with, 

T hat we may ſee their Liberty, as to this Matter, 
he refers us to Mr. Baxter's reformed Liturgy, as he 


calls it, where it is expreſsly ſaid, And let none of the 
a Pag. 10, 


People 
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People be forced to Sit, Stand, or Kneel, in the At of 
receiving, whoſe Judgment is againſt it. But why 
did he not rather ſend us to the Directory, which, I 
ſuppoſe, he will not deny to be much more their 
Rule, than that Liturgy? No, no, That, he knew 
from me, tho* doubtleſs, he knew it otherwiſe too, 
confines them to fitting. He might have ſent us as 
properly to that Liturgy to ſhew us their Liberty 
touching the reading of the three Creeds, the A 
thanafian as well as the other; for all three are 
there allowed to be ſometimes read in the public 
Worſhip of the Lord's Day. Nay, he might as 
well have referred us to it, to let us ſee what is their 
Liberty, or rather, what are their Principles, with 
reſpect to Forms of Prayer, viz. that they prefer them 
to extemporary or free Prayer; for here we have a 
Form, which extemporary Prayer was to give way 
to, and make room for. Does not he know, that 
Liturgy was compoſed, not for the uſe of Diſſent- 
ers, apart by themſelves, but with a view to a Coa- 
lition between the Church and Diſſenters, and that, 
therefore, a Liberty of Practice, in regard to ſome 
Points which had before divided them, was found 
neceſſary to be allowed, that ſo, ſome Content might 
be given to each Party. But the Deſign miſcarry- 
ing, they, one and all, dropp'd the Liturgy they had 
tramed, and would have had impoſed, and took as 
kindly as ever to free Prayer, and in other things, in- 
ſtead of advancing towards the Church, went off, and, 
to this day, keep off from it, in almoſt every reſpect, 
as far as they can well contrive to do. And if this 
Humour continues, ic will, in all likelihood, for ever 
prevent that Union which is ſo defirable. Where- 
as, if they would join with us in Communion as far 
only as they can, or, if, continuing ſeparate and di- 
vided from us, they would ſo frame the Worſhip, 
and ſettle the Order of their Churches, as to bring 
| LC 2 them 
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them to ſome tolerable Nearneſs to our Church, com- 
P'ying in ſuch things as they never once pretended to 
have any Scruples about, and which their Conſciences 
would ſuffer them, without the leaſt fear of Sin, to 
comply with, I am well ſatisfied, ſuch Relaxations 
and Abatements, for the reſt would ſoon be made 
them, on the Part of the Church, as would give them 
entire Satisfaction. And who can deny but it is 
their Duty to gothus far? For if it would have been 
their Duty (which, I gueſs, moſt of them will ac- 
knowledge) to conform themſelves entirely to the 
Church, in Caſe they had zo Exceptions to any 
thing in it, ſurely it muſt be their Duty not to refuſe 
Conformity to any thing, but what they eſteem to be 
really exceptionable. | 
After this ſhort Digreſſion, I return to the Sub- 
ject J was upon, to wit, the Principles and Diſpo- 
ſitions of their Miniſters, and the Practice of ſome 
of their Churches, in regard to Kneeling at the Sa- 
crament, which, however, I have now nothing 
more to ſay upon, than this, that, if they are really 
ſuch as my Anſwerer ſeems deſirous they ſhould be 
thought to be, I am heartily glad of it. It will be 
to me, I do aſſure him, a moſt ſincere Pleaſure to 
find I am miſtaken in theſe Matters, and that the 
pitiful Superſtition of their Forefathers, which made 
them dread to approach, by reaſon of Kneeling, our 
Altars, is now wearing off both among Miniſters and 
People. In due time, I hope, we ſhall ſee a ſoften- 
ing in ſome other things. However I entreat him, 
for our greater Satisfaction, if he ſhall take in hand to 
write again, to make in the mean while, among the 
many Miniſters and Churches he is acquainted with, 
ſome more particular Enquiries whether theſe things 
really are ſo, and to tell us plainly, whether we may 
be allowed to publiſh them, upon his Authority, 
among their own People, and may ground upon 
| them 
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them in our future Controverſies, if indeed, after 
ſuch a Conceſſion, there can be any Controverſy at 
all upon this Point. For if their Miniſters are fo 
univerſally free to give, and /o many of their Com- 
municants do already receive it Kneeling, in their 
own Churches, it may be reaſonably hoped, we ſhall 
hear no more of that Poſture, as a bar to Commu- 
nion with our Church. | 0s: 
Thus much for the Point of Kneeling or Sitting 

at the Lord's Supper, and I now go on to another, 
1 happened to ſay in my Fiiſt Letter, p. 73. that the 
Catholic Church is a Society divinely inſtituted ; and 
this he is pleaſed to call an excellent Definition of it. 
I am not of his Opinion; for as it was not meant for 
a Definition, ſo it will make but a lame and imperfect 
one. But I plainly perceive the Excellency of it 
lies only in this, that it furmiſh*d him with a handle, 
ſuch an one as it is, for heaping together abundance 
of Miſrepreſentation, to ſay no worſe, of the Con- 
ſtitution of the Church of England. But as theſe 
Miſrepreſentations are ſo palpable that every judici- 
ous Reader will preſently perceive them to be ſuch, 
and as he has only laid hold of thoſe few Words of 
mine, to ſerve him (as I ſaid) for a Handle to intro- 
duce them, and I don't obſerve any one thing in the 
whole fifteen Pages which they take up (almoſt half 
his Pamphlet) wherein he pretends to refute or con- 
tradict any Poſition advanced in my Letters, I think 
I may fairly be excuſed from taking any Notice at all 
of them. Yet I can't help pointing out to the Reader 
one or two of theſe, One is, his Miſrepreſenta- 
tion of our Conſtitution, in regard to the Regal Su- 
premacy. The Conſtitution he has given us is much 
the ſame with that given us by the Author of be 
Rights, Fc. among the Freethinkers, and that by 
Obadiah Walker among the Papiſts, in his Relation 
of the Engliſh Reformation. And the Anſwers to them 
will be, I think, more than ſufficient to ſerve Him. 

| The 
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The other is of the Proceedings of the Convocation 
againſt Mr. Vbiſton, which whoever compares with 
real Facts, will have a fair Specimen of our Author's 
Talent at repreſenting, and be thoroughly convinced, 
that is a buſineſs which he is, by no means, to be 
truſted in.—As to the Contraſt, ſo pompouſly dif- 
played in his Title Page, which he has been pleaſed 
— Ter the Church of England and the Church of 
Feſus Chriſt in, let him know, that, if I was minded, 
I could draw another between the Church of Chriſt 
and the Churches of Diſſenters, and that too, with- 


out taking ſuch Liberties of placing Things in un- 


fair and wrong Lights as he has been pleaſed to a 
low himſelf in. 
I am nowrome towards the Concluſion of his Pan 
hlet, and have but one thing before me, which J 
eſteem my ſelf any way concerned in. When he 
began to write, he had reſolved, it ſeems, as he 
tells us, p. 2. not to enter upon the Enquiry, among 
which, Churchmen or Diſſenters, the beſt Means for 
holy Loing are found. But ſuch was his Zeal for 
Arianiſm, that it would not let him keep to that Re- 


_ ſolution; ſo he ſingles out one of the Means and Ad- 


vantages towards holy Living, which I had obſerved 
to be peculiar, in a manner, to our Church, viz. 
the uſe of the Three Creeds in the public Worſbip, 
as one of the moſt eſfectual and powerful Means both 
for teaching and preſerving the Chriſtian Faith entire 
and uncorrupt, which they have not in their Churches. 
But what End does he do it for? Not to ſhew, 
that the reading of them is of no uſe to any ſuch 
Purpoſes, to teach and ſccure the Faith ſet forth in 
them, or that, if it be, they read them in their pub- 
lic Worſhip as well as we, one of which, ſurely, 
ſhould have been, if it could have been, done by 
an Anſwerer. He does indeed ſay, tbe Creed called 
the PO we have in * uſe among us; which 

I take 
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I take to be another of his dreſſed up Expreſſions, 
He does not, becauſe, I ſuppoſe, he could not, fay, 
that they conſtantly uſe or rehearſe it in their ordina- 
ry Worſhip, which was the uſe of it I fpake of, (tho? 
any Reader, who did not know: whether they do uſe 
it there or not, would take him to mean fo) but only 
that it is in conſtant Uſe amongſt them; but in what 
Manner, and upon what Occaſions, it is uſed amongſt 
them, he thinks it proper to be filent. But as co 
the other two, not only the Athanaffan, which has 
the damnatory Sentences: that ſo offend him; but 
the Nicene alſo, which has none of thoſe Sentences, 
but 1s only more explicite than the Apoſtles Creed, 
in the Points of the true Divinity of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghoſt; as to both theſe be is content (he 
lays) we ſhould have the Honour of their being peculi- 
ar to ourſelves. But how are they, pray, peculiar 
to us? They are ſo, I confeſs, in the Uſe, but not 
in the Approbation of them, the Diſſentiag Mini- 
ſters ſolemnly approving and ſubſcribing them, as 


well as we. And what muſt we think of ſuch as | 


do thus ſolemnly ſubſcribe them, while they hold 
them to be erroneous, and ſcruple not to tell us, they 
are content wwe ſhould have the Honour of their being 
peculiar to ourſelves. © 1 7 
A Man of a plain and ſimple Underſtanding 
would certainly have thought, that, in this, I had 
them faſt; but ſee what Ingenuity will do! 
Homini homo quid præſtat, ftulto intelligens! 

He has an eaſy way to bring them out of this En- 
tanglement. For, firſt he tells us from Dr. Calamy, 
that the Diſſenting Miniſters about the City, in a Body, 
gave in their Senſe of the Articles, when they ſubſerib- 
ed them, and among the reſt, of this Eighth Article, in 
the Gloſs upon which, the damnatory Clauſes of this 
Creed are expreſfly excluded the Subſcription. This 
is the Fact, and then you have the Uſe and Applica- 
* don 
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tion of it. Now, (ſays he) the Fathers and Prede- 
ceſſors of the preſent Diſſenting Miniſters having 
made this public Proteſt and Declaration, at their 
Subſcription, and the Legiſlature having accepted, or; 
at leaſt, not rejected it, under the favour of this Pro- 
teſt, their Succeſſors may be ſuppoſed now td ſubſcribe 
with the ſame Diſapprobation of the damnatory Claus 
ſes. As to their Fathers and Predeceſſors, they, I 
ſhould have thought, might have ſubſcribed-theſe 
Clauſes, without any explanatory: Declaration, as 
ſafely, as they could have ſubſcribed (which the 
greateſt Oppoſers of all Subſcription profeſs they 
are ready to do) the holy Scriptures, or, at leaſt, a 
thouſand Paſſages therein, and particularly this,— 
b He that believeth not ſhall be damned; or this He 
that believeth not the Son, ſhall not ſee Life, but the 
Wrath of God abideth on him; or this again The 
Works of the Fleſh are manifeſt, which are (among 
others) tbeſe — Seditions, Hereſies—of , which I tell 
you. that they which do ſuch Things ſhall not inherit 
the Kingdom of Heaven. Theſe Sentencesof Scripture 
are to be reaſonably and modeſtlyexpounded,and plainly 
require the ſame kind of ſoftening and qualifying 
Conſtruction which thoſe Sentences in the Creed do; 
and as they would not have ſcrupled, I ſuppoſe, to 
have ſubſcribed theſe, without any Proteſt or Decla- 
ration, or any Human Explanation of them, ſo, in my 
Opinion, they need not have ſcrupled to have ſub- 
ſcribed the other, after the ſame Manner, the Na- 
ture of all ſuch Propoſitions neceſſarily requiring 
ſuch Conſtruction, and the Governors of the Church, 
who exact theſe Subſcriptions, having, all along, and 
upon all Occaſions, openly declared, not only that 
they admit, but that they alſo expect it, and, indeed, 
that they expect zo other, Neither, can I perceive 
how their ſubſcribing after this Manner clears up 
b Mark xvi. 16. Jabs iii. 36. 4 Gal. v. 19, 20, 21. 125 
their 
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their dincerity to the World. For where is the Sincerity 
of a Proteſtatio contra fattum? of ſubſcribing Aſſent 


to the Truth of certain Propoſitions, with a view to 
ſatisfy the Law, and to quality themſelves for ſome 


Employment, or other Benefit they are ſeeking io 
obtain, and, at the ſame time, declaring they do not, 
in their Judgments, aſſent to it? For, put the Sub- 
ſcription and Proteſtation together, and they will be 
10 to amount to this, I firmly believe this 
« Creed, and every Part thereof, to be true, and 
& take Notice, all you that are preſent, that I here 


. * ſubſcribe it, as ſuch: But you may, if you pleaſe, 


Predeceſſors and them, that the Acts of the former 
. ſhall be imputable to the latter? What greater Con- 
nexion between the Forefathers and their Succeſſors 


ſcribing againſt it, without giving any Notice there- 


„ take Notice too, that I believe ſome Parts of it 
« to be falſe, and would not be underſtood to in- 


_ « clude the whole in this my Subſcription.” I don't 
deny, but this way of ſubſcribing againſt ones Judg- 


= 
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ment is rather more honeſt ſincere than ſu 


of; but I think nevertheleſs, with Mr. Mhbiſton, 


that it can't be done with perfect Sincerityand Truth, 
And if the proteſting for themſelves did not make 
their Subſcriptions juſtifiable, how much leſs juſti- 


fiable are the Subſcriptions of the preſent Miniſters, 
upon the Proteſtations of their Predeceſſors, made 


Perhaps, many Tears before they were born? What 


ſuch Connexion can there poſſibly be between their 


Mr. hifen tells us he did what he could to diſſuade the late 
Dr. Clark from taking his Doctor's Degree, becauſe he knew he 


could not, with perfe& Truth and Sincerity, ſubſcribe the Arhana 


fian Parts of the XXXIX Articles; and when he could not 


pre- 
: yail on that Head, he preſs'd him, at leaſt, to declare openly, and. 


0 
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if it might be, in Writing alſo, in what Senſe be ſubſcribed the ſuſ- 

___ Articles, that ſo he might preſerve at leaf ſome degree of 
incerity and a good Conſcience. Memoirs of the Life of Dr, 

Samuel Clark, p. 14. f 
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in the Miniſtry, than there is between the Forefa- 
thers according to the Fleſh, and their Poſterity and 
Defcendants? And why mult the preſent Set of Mi- 
niſters be ſuppoſed to ſubſcribe with a Diſapproba- 
tion of the danmatory Claufes, under the favour of 
the Proteſt of thoſe who miniſtred before them in 
their ſeveral Churches, than they can be ſuppoſed 


to do it, under the Favour of the Proteſts of their 


Grand- Fathers or Great -· Grand- Fathers? Or, if the 
Benefit of their Predeceſſors Proteſts and Declarati- 
ons may be, in Reaſon and common Senſe, com- 
municated to ſuch as come after them, tell me, I 
pray, how far and wide they are communicable? 
Are they communicable only to thoſe who ſucceed- 
them in the fame Churches, or to thoſe alſo who 
come after them, in other Churches? What the 


Diſſenting Miniſters about the City then did in a 


Body, is it to be imputed wy to the Body of the 


preſent Diſſenting Miniſters about the City, or to 
the Diſſenting Miniſters in the Country too? Or, 


does it extend only to their next and immediate 
Succeſſors, whether in City or Country, or to how 


many Succeſſions? Or, will it deſcend to the End 


of Time, in Caſe the Diſſention ſhould ſo long con- 


tinue? Or, if their Forefathers Declarations and 


Protefts are to be taken for their Proteſts and De- 
clarations, why ſhould not too, their Forefathers 


Subſcriptions be alſo taken for their Subſcriptions ? 


So that, in this way, all the Diſſenting Minifters 
in England may be eſteemed to have ſubſcribed the 
Articles, to have proleſted againſt ſome of them, 
and explained their Senſe of others, merely by 

tation, without having done any thing at 
all, in either of thoſe kinds, in their own proper 
Perſons. This, I think, diſcovers, in a ridiculous, 
indeed, but, nevertheleſs, in a true Light, the 


of 


* 


* 
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of proteſting without proteſting, upon which he 

the Uprightneſs and Sincerity of their 
preſent Miniſters Subfcriptrons. And if they do 
really ſubſcribe; as he hopes they do, upon this 
Principle, I will ſay this for them in ſpite of all 
Men, that how hard ſoever they are to be ſatisfied 
in ſome Things, they are as eaſily ſatisfied as any 
Men I know, in other Things. 

As 1 intend to preſerve the Privilege I have 
claimed, and am undoubtedly entitled to, of anfwer- 
ing or not, as I ſhall ſee Cauſe, to ſuch Points as 
I have no manner of Concern in, ſo I ſball paſs by 


what he ſays of the growth of Deiſm, as like to be 
Promoted ¶ not by the Arian Subſeription of Miniſters, 


but, it ſeems] by our Forms and Doctrines con- 
cerning the Trinity, and alſo his Suggeſtion (which 
1 forgive) of my being amongſt the weak and uncha- 
ritable Minds, who 1 to the Pit of Hell all who 
cannot receive all the dark and myſterious Points ſet 
Forth in the Athanaſian Creed, and the whole Greek 


* Church for rejetting- the Article of the Filioque, which 


I did not grve.him, in any thing 1 — ſaid, the 
leaſt Occaſion or Handle for. Nor ſhall I concern 
myſelf with the Learning and Virtue (ſo much cele- 
brated) of thoſe bright Ornaments of our own Church, 
his Arian Worthies, further than to obſerve, that he 
does not think, I hope, their Subſcription any Proof 
or Inſtance of their Virtue, and of the moral Inte- 


| grity of their Characters, and that one of them (if 


r. Whiſton knew him, and he pretends to have 


known him, better than any body elſe) was a much 


better and more ſerious Chriſtian in the Days of St. 
Hermas, (as he expreſſes it) the Days of his Youth 
and Orthodoxy, than in his latter Days, after he had 
fallen into the new Opinions which this Gentleman 


© Memoirs of the Life of Dr. C/ark, p. 11. f 
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is ſo fond of, And whether that Change for the 
worſe was not owing to his inſincere and fraudulent 
Subſcriptions, and the conſtant uſe of Forms which 
he did not approve of, whereby his Conſcience was 
defiled, I leave others to conſider. 


I have now finiſhed my Reply to ſuch Parts of 
this Letter as ſeemed to concern me; and indeed to 
ſomething more; and, upon the whole, flatter my- 
ſelf, that every unprejudiced and judicious Perſon 
will be of Opinion, that I muſt have another kind 
of Anſwer before my poor Letters will be confuted. 
IJ think, by a juſt and fair Calculation, he has not, in 


this Performance, pretended to anſwer ſo much as a 


twentieth Part of thoſe Letters; and has, therefore, ſo 
much Work yet before R as will leave him no 
room, I ſhould think, for diverting himſelf with other 


Matters. But if, contrary to my fo juſt and reaſon- 
-able Expectation, he ſhall think fit, neglecting his 
- own proper Buſineſs, to be perpetually roaming in- 


to Foreign Topicks, he ſhall have his Way, and 
roam as he pleaſes; but he ſhall roam by himſelf * 
at leaſt, not have me for his Companion. 
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